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IN EXPLANATION

LA GAZETTE HELVETIQUE (the Helvetian or Swiss Newspa-
per), is the official newsletter of Musee de Venoge (Museum
of Venoge). The French adjective ‘helvetique” refers to the
Latin name for Switzerland (Helvetia) in use for mare than
2000 years. Rhyming with “antique” it is easier for English
speakers to pronounce than its synonym “Suisse”. In 1802 the
settlers of New Switzerland in the south eastern corner of
Indiana territory, renamed Indian Creek "Venoge” after a small
river in the grape growing region of European Switzerland.

Muster at Venoge 2017!

On June 18, 1812, war was declared between the
United States and Great Britain, called by some the
second War for Independence. A company of militia
was raised by Switzerland County resident Captain
Elisha Golay, a brother of the first known occupant of
the Venoge cottage. The unit was formed to combat
a series of Native American threats from the north.

The new recruits will gather for review, issuance
of gear and provisions, speeches by leaders, and
military drill before joining the war effort. Local
notables will read the proclamation of war and Capt.
Elisha Golay will discuss the coming campaign.

For the ladies and interested public, there will be
demonstrations of period arts and weaving plus
period music both days.

There will be some hands-on activities outside the
cottage, hearth cooking and domestic arts inside.
Baking demonstrations using the outdoor bake oven
are on both days. All volunteers and participants will
be in period dress.

MNew this year is a working wooden printing press.
Tom Strassell will show how printing was done early
in our history. Tom has served as a consultant for
many historic sites including New Harmony, IN. He
also was the historic printing consultant for the PBS
special Andrew Jackson, Good, Evil & The Presi-
dency, released January 2, 2008.

The Thomas Family Winery will be selling their
wines and brick oven baked breads plus cheese.
Pegay Taylor will be on hand to explain the mysteries
of weaving and Mike McHugh will set up his gun
making workshop and other artisans to share their
skills.

Join us for family fun and experience the early life,
music and trades of the
French-Swiss settlers who made
Switzerland County, Indiana their home.
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‘The Tale of Two Barns’ uses grant

The Switzerland County Historical Society and Musee
de Venoge have been partnering on events since 2012,
resulting in better events made stronger by collabora-
tion. When the Switzerland County Tourism Commis-
sion shared information about the grant and develop-
ing destination-based tourism, they became a third
partner in pursuing the grant from 10TD.

Rough sketch of
'‘Barn' AKA, the
- Program and
=& Exhibit Center

A Destination Development grant from the Indiana
Office of Tourism Development (IOTD}) in the amount
of $75,000 has been awarded to the Switzerland
County Historical Society. Musee de Venoge is a
partner. The two organizations each have a farmstead
property in need of a barn.

Venoge will construct a building similar to the 19th
century barn originally on the site. The inside will be
devoted to an exhibit/program area, modern facilities,
a small shop area, storage space for docent apparel
and a reference library. The exhibit area will introduce
the history of Indiana, Switzerland County, the Venoge
cottage itself and the first Swiss occupants. The barn
will complement the existing c.1814 cottage.

After a long delay ground has been broken for the
new barn and the footer poured. Completion date is
this fall.

The Switzerland County Historical Society operates the
Thiebaud Farmstead, located three miles west of
Vevay on St. Rd. 156. It focuses on the second genera-
tion of a Swiss immigrant family and the economic
impact of the haypress barn on the agriculture of the
region. Their reconstructed hay Press barn is complete
and functional.

The Gerry-Mander,
a not so new expression

e L&k I"'-

The word gerrymander (originally written Gerry-
mander) was used for the first time in the Boston Gazette
on 26 March 1812. The word was created in reaction to a
redrawing of Massachusetts state senate election districts
under Governor Elbridge Gerry. In 1812, Governor Gerry
signed a bill that redistricted Massachusetts to benefit his
Democratic-Republican Party. When mapped, one of the
contorted districts in the Boston area was said to
resemble the shape of a mythological salamander.

The original gerrymander, and original 1812 gerryman-
der cartoon, depict the Essex South state senatorial
district for the legislature of The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Gerrymander is a portmanteau of the
governor's last name and the word salamander.

The author of the term gerrymander may never be
definitively established. Historians widely believe that
the Federalist newspaper editors Nathan Hale, and
Benjamin and John Russell coined the term, but the
historical record does not have definitive evidence as to
who created or uttered the word for the first time.

Appearing with the term, and helping spread and
sustain its popularity, was a political cartoon depicting a
strange animal with claws, wings and a dragon-like head
satirizing the map of the oddly shaped district. This
cartoon was most likely drawn by Elkanah Tisdale, an
early 19th-century painter, designer, and engraver who
was living in Boston at the time.

Adapted from Wikipedia
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Jacob Weaver arriving in New Switsserland
in 1814 gives a picture of the place......

Vevay New Swisserland, Indiana Territory March 12, 1814
Dear Father,

| received you letter March the 9th. 1am happy to
understand by your letter that you are all in good health
thanks be to god that | and my family are all enjoying the
same blessing. | remain living at my father-in-laws as yet,
but have rented a piece of ground of my brother-in-law,
Mr. Jay (Gex), Where | intend to move in a fortnight or
three weeks. The price of renting ground here is two
barrels of corn per acre or two dollars. | also have
bargained for a piece of ground belong to my brother-in-
law Elisha Golay lying at a place called Plum Creek about
three miles from the place | now live and about two and a
half miles from the new laid out town called Vevey and
one mile from the Ohio river. This being a certain piece
which the Plum Creek divides from the rest of the farm it
not being runout yet but | suppose they will be from
fifteen to twenty acres for which | am to give two dollars
per acre and time to pay till | am able if it should be
twenty years. The cause of me renting ground is to give
me a chance to clear some ground of that | have bought
before | go there.

You wrote me to inform you how you could suit yourself
with 7 or 8 hundred pounds as for my part | do not know
the situation of the country as yet, but | shall give you
some of the information as near as | can and then you may
judge for yourself.

You requested me to inform you the price of improved
or unimproved lands. The bottom lands joining the river
by appearance are much like the low lands of the Paltz
and Kingston and the uplands appear to me full as rich

. The hills are steep yet appear rich which at the
distance of six or seven miles from the river the country
becomes level and rich. | will tell you the sorts of wood for
you to have some judgment of the soil. Beech, white-
wood, Dryash, butten wood , , White oak, black
oak, basswood, elm, hickory, black walnut, butternut , Wild
cherry, black locust, honey locust, hackberry , buckeye,
buck selden, dogwood, iron wood, hard and soft maple
and grape vine in abundance and in the room of Scrub
oak for underbrush are wild allspice and pawpaw which
bare fruit resembling a small cucumber which are very
good to eat.

As to the price of improved lands are very hard to write
you the price as that close to the town is a raising fast
there has been woodland sold close to the town for 25
dollars an acre. There is two and a half miles from the town
improved lands sold for 15 dollars an acre. There is one
farm, the one end joining the Ohio River and the one
corner that | have bought containing about one hundred
acres was offered this winter for 8 dollars an acre 4 acres
clear and in fence.

One upland farm joining me on the north taking up
from Congress at 2 dollars an acre, 6 acres cleared. The
improvement offered to be sold for one hundred dollars.
The lands belonging to Congress are 2 dollars an acre.
100 and 60 acres in a lot, 80 dollars to be paid down and
the remainder in three different installments every two
years,

One of the people here tell me the crops of cornina
common year are 50 bushels of shelled corn to the acre
and from that to 60, 70 and 80. There are lands to be sold
on the other side of the river in caintucky cheaper then
here but it is more difficult for the title. There are several
have bought and when having a handsome improve-
ment, there would come another ones with a better title
and they had to leave it all and go away. As for a black
smith was much wanted, there was some but they had
farms and the land brings so much that they are hard to
get in the shop to work. As for axes were hard to be got
but now there is one a buildinga ___in town who
pretends to be a great hand at axes. But the country
being large, | make no doubt it would answer good for
some more good workman at that trade.

As for a doctor, is hard for me to tell anything. About
the new town is fast a settling and | know of no doctor
settling in it as yet. As for the enemy, | hear of no more
danger here then where you know live by what | can
understand the distance is far from them, at least two of
three hundred miles.

The people here have another way of living than
where you live. Their principle bread is corn, not because
they can't raise no other sorts of grain. Mr. Jay (Gex) has
raised from a small piece of ground, | suppose, about
from a peck to a half bushel sowing a 11 bushels of
wheat and he tells me rye yields more.

The best cultivation for this country to make money is
to plant vineyards, which there are several. They tell me
that they can raise from two to three hundred gallons
wine to the acre and it sells at two dollars a gallon and at
one a half dollars a gallon by the barrel. The vine has to
be trimmed every year and the vines they cut off you
may cut in pieces about 2 feet long and plant them and
in three years they begin to bear. These pieces of vines
are called slips which | intend to plant some this spring to
let thermn get roots by the time | get some land cleared to
plant a small vineyard. This kind of cultivation would be
good for you to undertake if you should think fit to come
to this country. __ If you should judge it to be your will
to come to this country.

| hope these lines will find you and all the family in
good health. My youngest child's narme is Fanny which
you all said would get there alive, which now can sit
alone. My compliments to you and all my brothers and
sisters and their husbands.

With much esteem, | remain, your obedient son,
Jacob Weaver
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Many thanks
to the volunteers at Venoge.

Because of them we are able to carry out our
mission to research, understand and interpret the
lives and material culture of the early French-Swiss
inhabitants of the site, with special attention to early
trades, domestic arts, early gardening methods and
foodways in Switzerland County Indiana.

Volunteer Opportunities

Do you Garden
Sew
Cook
Paint
Make Music
Do Carpentry
or just
Love History?

Any and all of these activities are open to you at
Venoge. We are looking for people of all ages to
volunteer at events and during the small summer
events planned this year. On the job training!

Call 812-593-5726 or
email info@venoge.org

A Country Christmas 2016

Visitors enjoyed a delightful old-fashioned beginning
to the 2016 holiday season with a visit to Switzerland
County. They visited two historic farm houses, Venoge
and the Thiebaud Farmstead, celebrating Christmases of
the past on Saturday, December 10th.

At Venoge samples were available of traditional Swiss
Christmas cookies, including the very special Springerle
cookies, made with wooden molds. Sara and Maynard
Johnson with Michael Thompson entertained with
seasonal tunes. Jan Dubbeld and Happy Smith greeted
visitors and hurried them to the hearth to get warm.

g,

Jan Dubbeld and David Graves




