LA GAZETTE HELVETIQUE

THE NEWSLETTER OF MUSEE DE VENOGE,

INC.

Vol.8

Vevay, Indiana October, 2017

No.2

A ‘Don’t Miss’ Event

It’s that time of year again! Time to go on a
Rural Heritage Tour in Switzerland County. The
“Forget-me-not” Cottage Dancers will be visiting
both sites on Saturday, providing appropriate
dance for the two time periods and visitor partici-
pation is welcome.

RURAL HERITAGE

Hearth Cooking
Heitloom Gardens =
Petiod Music ;"“":!”
Early Trades  fiee
Cider Making
Hay Press demo
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Visit two
National Historic Register Sites
in Switzerland County, IN

October 7-8
Saturday 10-5-Sunday 12-5

Sample fresh cider, taste hearth cooking and
make a herb moth repellent to take home at
Venoge. At the Farmstead enjoy great music and
watch hay being pressed into bales in the fantastic
haypress barn both days.

From domestic arts to period pastimes, the
Rural Heritage Tour offers an up-close and
personal experience.

Musee de Venoge
175 Hwy. 129, W of Vevay, IN 47043

Musée de Venoge is one of the few remaining
examples of the French colonial architecture that
characterized the early settlement of Switzerland
County, Indiana. See our herb and kitchen garden,
taste fresh pressed cider and talk with interpreters
who share the story of the house and the people
who lived there.

Thiebaud Farmstead
5147 E. St. Road 56, Vevay, IN 47043
Musée de Venoge is one of the few remaining
examples of the French colonial architecture that
characterized the first settlement of Switzerland
County, Indiana. See our herb and kitchen garden,
taste fresh pressed cider and talk with interperters
who share the story of the house and the people
who lived there.

$2 each site, children under 12 free

812-593-5726 812-427-3560
www.venoge.org  Www.Switzcomuseums.org

Reglonal Arts Partner
Musee de
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“Hearth Cookery” Makes its Debut

At Venoge, one of the activities we enjoy
most is preparing food using the hearth. We
have learned by doing and by burning the pie
and by under cooking the bread! None of us
grew up watching others cook on or in front of
an open fire. The learning curve for us had to
be short because we were cooking for the many
volunteers...and they depend on us for their
main meal.

We have found dependable recipes that
are simple to prepare and are tasty that can
feed up to thirty. At the same time we all want
to try something ‘new’ and interesting that we
read in the late 18th c. or early 19th c. recipe
books. What we have put together for the new
web site “Hearth Cookery” is a combination of
those recipes. We expect to add to the collec-
tion.

Board member Lily Richter spearheaded
the project, learning to use a web design pro-
gram and deciding on the layout and format.
Laura Willyard and Board Member Donna
Weaver did most of the cooking with Lily filling
in when needed. Photographs were taken as
we cooked, trying to separate the parts of the
process so that they could be understood.
Each recipe is tested and most haves incidental
information about related subjects.

One of our goals at Venoge is to interpret
the lives and material culture of the early
French-Swiss inhabitants of Venoge. We hope
“Hearth Cookery” gets us a bit closer to that
goal.

Go to https://hearthcookery.wordpress.com/
enjoy the recipes. Enter your email address to
follow our blog and receive notifications of
new posts by email.

A Sample of “Hearth Cookery” recipes:

The first thing we
make at Venoge at
each event is
butter. We show
the way we make it
with a churn but
also a modern way
using only a jar.
Keep it ‘sweet’ or
season it with salt
or add various
herbs.
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Eggs roasted in hot
ashes. Result is the
same as boiling
without taking up
space on the crane
or hearth.

Our most adventurous
recipe, boiled apple
dumplings. Boiling a
pudding or dumpling
in the early 19th c. was
common, now days it’s
rare, but you will see it
done at Venoge

We show step by step
how to make a fresh
cheese. Season it
multiple ways with
fresh herbs. Use
vinegar to curdle, as
the picture shows, or
try lemon and get a
slightly different flavor.




A Wartime Courthouse

The Switzerland County Courthouse
is unusual among the courthouses of Indi-
ana and surrounding states is remaining
almost unchanged once it was built during the
Civil War. It is certainly a symbol of local pride and
remains the architectural centerpiece of the county
and the Town of Vevay.

In June of 1991, extensive renovation
and restoration of the Switzerland County
Courthouse was completed. On the 4th of
the a rededication ceremony was held, and
then it was opened to the public.

Because of public pressure there had
been no major compromises with the integ-
rity of the building during renovation.

[t’s external appearance, structure,
original fabric and internal spaces have
now remained largely intact for 153 years.
Classic Revival architectural features have
been preserved throughout. The wall
behind the judge’s bench in the courtroom
still has its pilasters with Corinthian capitals. The
courtroom is still connected with the Circuit Court
Clerk's office of the floor below by a speaking
tube, The complete set of interior window-
shutters has been kept and restored.

When stripping wall paper from
the third floor Jury Room, construction
workers discovered three walls covered
with graffiti. Most consists of signatures
with hometowns and dates from 1872 to
1910. It is being preserved for study and
viewing. The Switzerland County Histori-
cal Society has protected the graffiti
under Plexiglas on a wooden framework.

The clocks in the courthouse tower
are running again and the bell strikes the
hour, but they are now electrically con-
trolled. Though the original hand-operated
mechanism is not presently being restored,
it is preserved in the building.

The tower clock was built in 1884 by
Israel Fowler (1821-1907) a Madison, Indiana
watchmaker and jeweler. For $1000 he was to
"make and put up in said Court House cupola a
good and correct timepiece like good workman-
ship with the clock in the cupola on the Court

House at the City of Madison, together with all
necessary hangings and fastenings.” It was consid-
ered the "Town Clock" of Vevay whose citizens
donated a total of $400 toward the cost.

The building of the courthouse itself was
financed by a special "Court House Tax" levied in
1860, renewed in 1861 and 1862. On July 1, 1862
the County Auditor advertised in the Vevay Reveille
and News and the Madison Courier for contractors
to submit sealed Proposals by September 2, 1862.
The contract was awarded to John Haly of Frank-
fort, Kentucky for his bid of $26,548.40 and signed
September 22, 1862.

The matter of who designed the Swit-
zerland County Courthouse Is somewhat
complicated. Several architect-builders
builders and others were involved, but the
relative degree of responsibility of each is
unclear.

What is clear from the 1862 contract,
is that the courthouse was "to be erected is
accordance with the Plans and Specifications
drawn and made by Temperly and Woodfield
of Madison, Indiana and modified by John F.
Doan of Vevay, Indiana and affixed hereto and
made a part of this contract.”

It is also clear from reading the Plans
and Specifications that the Switzerland
County Courthouse was to be very similar to
the one originally designed and built by
David Dubach of Jefferson County. The Swit-
zerland County Specifications conclude with
"And all things not herein specified are to be like
the Court House in the City of Madison, Jefferson
County, Indiana.” Tom Weaver




THE NEWSLETTER OF MUSEE DE VENOGE, INC.

Page 4

Many thanks
to the volunteers at Venoge.

Because of them we are able to carry out our
mission to research, understand and interpret the
lives and material culture of the early French-Swiss
inhabitants of the site, with special attention to early
trades, domestic arts, early gardening methods and
foodways in Switzerland County Indiana.

Switzerland County Historical Society & Musee de Venoge present

Open for tours plus.... 1 pm~4 pm

Living with History was a summer endeavour of
Venoge and The Switzerland County Historical
Society. Six classes were give in domestic arts to
small groups. If you missed out check back in the
spring and see what is being offered next year!

All classes
were held at
the historic
sites.

3 Basic spinning,
d fraktur paint-

{ ing and

grained boxes

at Venoge.

Lavender
wands, Penny
rugs and
Herbed
Vinegars at
The Thiebaud
Farmstead.

Putting the e
final coatof —
shellac on the
vinegar
grained boxes.

Barn Update

The Barn, technically, the Program and Exhibit
Center of Venoge is slowly taking shape.
Planning has begun on the interior exhibits
even while the exterior in only partially there.

o e .
— $ar

The foundation is in pIae and byearly Octdb
framework structure should be in place.

The cistern and septic systems are installed.
Indoor plumbing..running water!
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Cedar shakes are on site and waiting.

Contact Venoge

Contact Venoge with comments or questions or
to volunteer. We are open by appointment for
you or your group to visit.
Call 812-593-5726 or
email info@venoge.org




