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LA GAZETTE HELVETIQUE (the Helvetian or Swiss Newspa-
per), is the official newsletter of Musee de Venoge (Museum
of Venoge). The French adjective ‘helvetique™ refers to the
Latin name for Switzerland (Helvetia) in use for more than
2000 years. Rhyming with “antique” it is easier for English
speakers to pronounce than its synonym “Suisse”. n 1802 the
settlers of New Switzerland in the south eastern corner of
Indiana territory, renamed Indian Creek “Venode” after a small
river in the grape growing region of European Switzerland.

‘The Tale of Two Barns” wins grant

A Destination Development grant from the Indiana
Office of Tourism Development (10TD) in the
amount of $75,000 has been awarded to the Switzer-
land County Historical Society. Musee de Venoge is
a partner. The two organizations each have a farm-
stead property in need of a bam.

Venoge will construct a building similar to the 19th
century barn originally on the site. The inside will be
devoted to an exhibit/program area, modern facili-
ties, a small shop area, storage space for docent
apparel and a reference library. The exhibit area will
introduce the history of Indiana, Switzerland County,
the Venoge cottage itself and the first Swiss occu-
pants. The barn will complement the existing c.1814
cottage.

The Switzerland County Historical Society has the
Thiebaud Farmstead, located three miles west of
Vevay on St. Rd. 156. It focuses on the second
generation of a Swiss immigrant family and the
economic impact of the haypress barn on the
agriculture of the region

Both organizations will now be able to reconstruct
the barns that were essential to their farms’ original
successes. The addition of the barns will greatly
increase the ability to conduct meaningful events,
classes and programming for the general public and
schools.

Barn that was on the
property, since
burned

The Switzerland County Historical Society and
Musee de Venoge have been partnering on events
since 2012, resulting in better events made stronger
by collaboration. When the Switzerland County
Tourism Commission shared information about the
grant and developing destination-based tourism,
they became a third partner in pursuing the grant
from 1OTD.
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The budget for “The Tale of Two Barns™ is $233,350
and will be covered by the $75,000 IOTD grant and
pledged matches. Pledges include: Switzerland
County Tourism $69,000; Switzerland County
Council $10,000; the Community Foundation
$5,000; Switzerland County Economic Develop-
ment $10,000; Musee de Venoge $13,350; Switzer-
land County Historical Society $1,000. The Vevay-
Switzerland County Foundation pledged $25,000 to
the historical society for the project and the Paul
Ogle Foundation pledged $25,000 to Musee de
Venoge.

The barn-raising has begun! The Thiebaud
farmstead’s reconstructed haypress barn is nearly
complete. They were able to give a demonstration
of the press at the past Rural Heritage Tour in B
October. Venoge hopes to have its barn complete
by mid-summer.
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Jim Weaver

It is with sadness that we tell
of the loss of one of Venoge's
board members. Jim passed
away in November after a brief
unexpected illness. He had
been a board member and
active since 2004. His profes-
sional experience was a help
on many issues and his dona-
tion of time to Venoge helped
to make it what it is today.

Many thanks
to the volunteers
at Venoge.

Because of them we are able to carry out our mission to
research, understand and interpret the lives and material
culture of the early French-Swiss inhabitants of the site,
with special attention to early trades, domestic arts,
early gardening methods and foodways in Switzerland
County Indiana.

For Sale by Venoge
A chain trammel, 30 + - inches long, in usable condition.
$25, plus shipping.
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Call 812-593-5726 or email info@venoge.org

a Count
Christmlgs

December 10

10-am-4 pm

Enjoy a delightful old-fashioned beginning to the
holiday season with a visit to Switzerland County,
Indiana for “A Country Christmas”. Visit two historic
farm houses celebrating Christmases of the past on
Saturday, December 10th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Have a simple country Christmas at 1820's Venoge and
also enjoy the beginnings of modemn Christmas celebra-
tions at the 1860's Thiebaud farmstead. The pleasures of
hearth cooking and entertaining of the times as
celebrated in rural southern Indiana come to life in
these two beautifully restored National Historic Register
properties,

At Venoge you can sample
traditional Swiss Christmas
cookies, including the very
special Springerle cookies,
made with wooden molds.
Enjoy other treats while you
listen to music by Sara and
Maynard Johnson. Venoge is
one of the few remaining
examples of the French
colonial architecture from the
early settlement of Switzerland
County.

The Thiebaud home will be
welcoming Christmas with
later traditions such as a
decorated tree and a dramati-
zation of “A Visit from St.
Micholas”. Live Christmas
tunes by West of Dublin will
also welcome the season.
"Holiday refreshments will be
served.”

Call 812-427-3560 or 812-593-5726 for more info
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Muster at Venoge June 21
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o saii ¢ |n this Bicentennial year, our
 Muster was designated a Bicen-
tennial Legacy Project by the
¥ |ndiana Bicentennial Commission
> by making a great contribution to

Indiana's history,

1812 Muster at Venoge focused on the historic
1812 raising of a militia group in Switzerland
County, Indiana headed by Captain Elisha Golay.
The unit was formed to combat series Native
American threats from the north during the War of
1812.

It was a typical muster of the period, with civilians,
vendors and militia congregating around the
French built Venoge cottage creating a festive
atmosphere for the visitor, much like a ‘court day’.

Henry Clay and William Henry Harrison each
addressed the troops, the proclamation of war was
read out, and Capt. Golay will discussed the
coming campaign. There were Militia & Cannon
Demonstrations.

Inside the Venoge cottage, domestic life went on;
hearth cooking, sewing and baking in the outdoor
bake oven engaged the visitors. Country dancing,
sewing arts and merchants added to the event.

MNotables strike a
pose above and
below, Craig Fisher
and Mark Vozar
prepare to fire the
cannon.

Domestic arts
skillfully prac-
ticed by Janet
Kreps and Geri
Emmelman.

A small lunch is
served.

Tourism “Ambassador”
program members
helped to setup and
take down tents. A
great help to Venoge.
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Rural Heritage Tour October 1-2

Excellent weather was enjoyed by visitors to the Rural
Heritage Tour October 1-2. Both Venoge and the Thie-
baud Farmstead offered hospitality and domestic arts.

AP,

David Graves demonstrated rope making and country
dancing was taught by the Forget Me Nots.

The big attraction was the
cider press operated by
Mike Mchugh with assis-
tance from board member
John Keeton. Visitors
sampled the fresh made
cider and determined it
was excellent.

Sarah Thompson
spent her time
increasing the
yvardage of fabric on
the upstairs loom or
talking with Jan
Dubbeld trading
sewing tricks.

Inside the cottage, chickens were roasting, pies baking
and in the outdoor bake over, quick breads and pies
baked. Sewing tip were exchanged.

Visitors stepped back to a time in our history when
simple pleasures were easily come by and enjoyed.

THANKS TO ALL VOLUNTEERS!

Contact us at: Venoge, ¢/o 404 W. 3rd St., Madison IN 47250
info@venoge.org or 812-593-5726




