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LA GAZETTE HELVETIQUE (the Helvetian or Swiss Newspaper), is
the official newsletter of Musee de Venoge (Museum of Venoge).
The French adjective ‘helvetique” refers to the Latin name for
Switzerland (Helvetia) in use for more than 2000 years. Rhyming
with “antique” it is easier for English speakers to pronounce than its
synonym “Suisse”. In 1802 the settlers of New Switzerland in the
south eastern corner of Indiana territory, renamed Indian Creek
“Venoge” after a small river in the grape growing region of European
Switzerland.

Vevay, Indiana September 31, 2015 No.2

Rural Heritage Tour, 2015

Experience the early life, music and trades of
the French-Swiss settlers who made Switzerland
County, Indiana their home at Musee de Venoge and
the Thiebaud Farmstead. Also visit Stonehouse
Creations, specializing in produce and flowers,
including mums, fresh & dried flowers and fall
décor.

Musee de Venoge is one of the few remain-
ing examples of French colonial architecture once
common in Switzerland County in the early 1800s.
The site will be busy with a variety of period tasks. A
French-Swiss weaver will be demonstrating the
complete linen making process from flax to cloth.
Period music from Michael Thompson lends merri-
ment to the day. Learn about early 19th century
lighting methods. Culinary treats include cider
making, hearthside cheese making, and baking in an
outdoor bake oven.

At the Thiebaud Farmstead, an 1850’s Greek
Revival home is the center of family activities. They'll
be busy with daily tasks and enjoyments, including
hearth cooking, quilting, spinning, sewing and
laundry. Participate in children’s games of the time
and toss a few horse (mule) shoes, all while enjoying
the music of the time provided by West of Dublin
musicians. See progress and learn about developing
projects at the farmstead including the smokehouse
and hay press barn.

Country dancing at both sites on Saturday,
Visitor participation is welcome.

Stonehouse Creations is located at 1134 East
State Road 56, east of Lamb. Besides a tour of their
garden, mums and other fall décor will be available
for purchase.
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Cider Making
Flax to Linen

Domestic Arts
Period Pastimes
Early Lighting Country Dancing
Hearth Cooking Period Music
Heirloom Garden Quilting

Musee de Venoge
175 Hwy 129, W of Vevay

Thiebaud Farmstead
5147 E. St. Road 56, W of Vevay

Stonehouse Creations
1134 E. St. Road 56, E of Lamb
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Dyer’s Garden

Venoge has the beginnings of a Dyer’s Garden. The
idea came from Peggy Taylor, one of the board
members, and a long time expert in the area. Peggy
Taylor is an artist who, although skilled in many
media, specializes in fiber arts. She has also been
featured in Early American Life’s prestigious Direc-
tory of Traditional American Crafts.

The plot is 6'X 25" and is on the outside of the kitchen
garden...fortunately the deer are not interested in
these plants. Our dye plants are some of the
common ones used at the time: coreopsis, weld,
chamomile, indigo, madder, French marigold, nettles
and Our Lady’s bedstraw.

When the plants are ready to harvest, Venoge will
offer a Dyer's Weekend. An skill a lot of folks knew
about when Venoge was built, but something of a
mystery to us nowadays. But not for long with
Peggy’s help.

The proposed dye garden area, waiting for tilling
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A Giving Garden

The garden this year has had some
success and failures. The spring
was too hot for the marrowfat peas
and they “came to nothing” as
Jacob Weaver, first known Venoge
occupant might say. The onions
are dried and hanging on the wall
and the red calicos beans are
producing and will be ready by
late September, sadly not in time
for the Rural Heritage Tour.

Dried yellow
onions, braided
and hung on
mantel side,
ready for use.

The brandywine tomatoes did
especially well. Brandywine,
which dates back to 1885, is the
heirloom tomato standard. The
Brandywine tomato plant also has
potato leaves, an unusual variation
on the tomato plant whose leaves
are smooth and oval with a pointy
tip, instead of jagged and fjord-like
the way "normal" tomato plant ;
leaves are.

This is the first year we have
panted a small patch of flax. The
seed was given by Gretchen .
Langdon who hoped to see venoge |
grow it in large quantities. Sadly,
Gretchen passed away suddenly
and so the ‘flax patch’ is in her
honor.

Flax blooms and
seeds. [t stands
about a yard tall.
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Letters from Indiana

It is useful to read the words of some of the people
who traveled to Switzerland County early on. We have
profited by their hardships and their excitement of being
in a new land. These are excerpts from the letters of Jacob
Weaver, first known occupant of the Venoge cottage,
writing to his father in New York state.

December 5, 1813

The mountains was the best road, it being rocky
but hard but the level was so muddy and the five
and six horse teams cuts up the road in deep holes
so that it is very bad for a small wagon to pass on it
in a wet time. But with all difficulty got safe to
Pittsburgh. My expense to that place was fifty three
dollars. The carriage of my across the
mountains on the Pittsburgh cost five dollars and at
Pittsburgh to wait for passage 5 days for board for
me and my wife and lodging was 12 dollars. Buying
bread and butter for the children, about 1 dollar and
fifty cents. | had to sell my mare for 2 dollars and
fifty cents, the cart for eight dollars. My possessions
down the river cost about 7 dollars. We booked
passage on a keel boat which was very inconvenient
in cold weather, but made swift passage. Cost 2
dollars for a grown person, 1 dollar for a child. 5
shillings a hundred weight for goods which
mounted to 10 dollars and 25 cents which amounts
to 88 dollars and twenty five cents. We arrived at
my father-in-laws on the 30th day of November,
which is a passage of forty five days.

As to inform you much about the country at
present is impossible at present. The soil appears
to be very rich. The low lands are most by all taking
up the upland which | have seen is hilly but not
stony but appears very good soil but springs

are sparse for a few miles from the river but the
people tells me that a few miles from the river the
springs become plenty and the ground level and
rich which in time hear after if god spares my life
and health | will be better able to inform you.

We are settled in a house of my father-in-laws
(David Golay) close to his door. Corn is selling for
1 dollar and fifty cents per barrel which contains
five bushels which they say is one third higher then
the compromise on account of a very dry season.
Pork is selling at three dollars a hundred and beef is
selling at 2 dollars and fifty cents. All round wheat
flour is 7 dollars a barrel.

Vevay New Swisserland, Indiana Territory March
12, 1814

You requested me to inform you the price of
improved or unimproved lands. The hills are steep
yet appear rich which at the distance of six or
seven miles from the river the country becomes
level and rich.
| will tell you the sorts of wood for you to have
some judgment of the soil. Beech, whitewood, Dry
ash, button wood , White oak, black oak, bass-
wood, elm, hickory, black walnut, butternut , Wild
cherry, black locust, honey locust, hackberry ,
buckeye, buck selden, dogwood, iron wood, hard
and soft maple and grape vine in abundance and in
the room of Scrub oak for underbrush are wild
allspice and pawpaw which bare fruit resembling a
small cucumber which are very good to eat.

There is two and a half miles from the town

improved lands sold for 15 dollars an acre.




THE NEWSLETTER OF MUSEE DE VENOGE, INC.

Page 4

New Occupant at Venoge

Soba, the dog, will be sharing visitor’'s affection this
fall with a new arrival. The stray kiten actually
turned up in the turnip patch! Extremely thin and
with some scabs, she quickly adapted to life at
Venoge. She is there on Sundays and events only,
being far too young and domestic to live there
alone. Most of the time she lives with Soba at their
home a few miles away. Her name she says is
Cozette..from Victor Hugo's character in Les
Miserables, the orphaned child of an unmarried
mother deserted by her father...fitting for a stray.
Visit her on Sunday or at the event.

FOR SALE
The following tracts of Land, lying in Switzerland
County, Pleasant Twp. township, la : The north east
and south east quarters of Section 34, in township 5,
north of range 12 east, at present owned and occupied
by WILLIAM WILKIE.. The land is naturally divided
into three farms, and is now occupied by three differ-
ent families, and will be sold together or separately;
One farm has neatly 20 acres cleared, a peach and
apple orchard, and nearly all smooth, with good houses
and well watered. The 2nd has nearly 50 acres cleared,
about 20 in meadow and pasture, with a peach and
apple orchard, and good houses. The 3rd has about 6
acres cleared and 8 deadened, with a good comfortable
cabin on it, March 17, 1827

From the Switzerland Guest # 26 May 8, 1827

New Acquisitions

A great collection of pottery by SJ Pottery
http://www.sjpottery.com/ arrived at for Venoge,
including a colander which we will be using for
cheese making at the Rural Heritage Tour.

SJ Pottery LLC is a limited production studio
producing traditionally inspired redware, mocha,
salt glazed pottery and whatever else catches
their fancy.

With every piece they strive to combine
aesthetics, craftsmanship and function.

They do not run from the words craft or crafts-
manship. But strive to earn these well established
historical ideals while creating a functional form
of art. Functional art to be used in and to enrich
your daily rituals and life.

Interpreting what has been done allows them to
add our link to the existing chain of traditional
pottery. “In retelling the traditional story we offer
a ware that feels familiar while offering ourselves
a personal voice with the creative process.”

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
Email www.venore.org or call 812-593-5726 for more
informatin on opportunites.

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!

Thanks to volunteers Jerry Golay and Donna Weaver for
keeping Venoge open on Sundays. Our visitation rate is
up slightly as are the donations.




